78               THE    HAPPY    ISLES

much to see and hear that it is little wonder that
Swedenborg spent many hours each day writing
down all that he discovered. Those he met there,
little children as well as men and women, were not
another race of people, for all of them had lived at
some time or other in the world. If Heaven is
thought of as "The Land of To-morrow" because
it is not entered until this life is over, it can also be
called 'The Land of Yesterday/ as all who are there
have at some time in the paSt lived on some earth
in the universe. To turn the pages of history books
is to read of kings and queens, princes and prin-
cesses, soldiers, Statesmen, and simple peasants who
are now dwelling in the spiritual world.

How unexpectedly came this power to see into
the other world is made clear by Swedenborg in
much that he wrote. When he asked the College
of Mines to allow him to go to Holland, his only
thought was the publication of his book called
The Animal Kingdom. The book was put through
the press, but it was not without a Struggle that
Swedenborg gave up his scientific work. If the
great explorers of the world have had to endure
hardships and dangers as they cut their way through
jungles and swamps and deserts, Swedenborg, too,
suffered most terribly, but in a different way.

He had first to wrestle with his own desires to be-
come a great and famous scientist. Many of his